
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
B3617 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 
HISTORIC M a r t i n W. J o h n s o n H o u s e ( M t . W i n a n s - H u l l s v i l l e ) 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 
STREETS, NUMBER 

c , T Y t o W N B a l t i m o r e BaltimorceO N ( t?i^N A L D I S T R I C T 

VICINITY OF 
STATE „ , . COUNTY 

M a r y l a n d 

CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

EHrSTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ^COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 —ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

.£-1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES C * 1 8 7 5 - 8 BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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8. Statement of Significance 

It is not uncommon for groups of people who shared ethnic 
identities to form urban or rural settlements where the archi
tecture, folklore, and other aspects of material culture were 
actively pursued and transmitted v/ithin the community. In 
suite of the peculiar aspects of the black American's trek 
from slavery to freedom, black people also responded to the 
struggle for existence by forming communities and settlements 
Consciously. What is needed is an evaluation of what is known 
about"sites that are significantly related to black history. 
This evaluation requires expanding upon the historic sites in
ventory which Is currently available and providing documentation 
of spatial relationships, functional characteristics, structur
al requirements , and modifications. Ideally, the findings 
here would be most significant where we identify spaces that 
were occupied by slaves, free blacks, influential black lead
ers, professionals, working class and coar blacks within a 
relevant comparative framework. 

The black town war; formally conceived as a community folio win 
Emancipation and dotted the American landscape from c.1870 
through the 1930's. These were usually formal communities 
located along an urban access route. The urban enclave, on the 
other hand, is a black settlement which typically categorizes 
the early communities that are historically black in urbanized 
areas. Itis probably the most pervasive form of community in 
cities and its remnants are extant throughout the United States 
Usually, a uartiarchai community was formed around a colored 
school of church, and houses were built by the families who 
purchased lots from the patriarch. As cities grew, these 
communities became annexed by the city and formed the basic 
black district in the older areas. The grid olan is the form 
determinant although a spatial analysis of the relationship 
between spaces and nodal axis points which qualify spatial hier 
archies is desperately needed. 

Hullsville, (Mt Winans) was settled in 1853 with the con
struction of the Sharp Street Memorial African Methodist Chapel. 
The community was established by 1878 where home building, roads 
and service institutions were defining the community. Most of 
the heads of households were indipendent artisans, semi-skilled 
laborers, and craftsmen. The conception of the community was 
defined by its racial homogeniety and the independent economic 
status of the men. 

A modified grid plan was developed by the community al
though this system may have been a natural response to the 
street system. This community is defined by exceptionally wide 
streets, their axis being determined by natural contours of 
the land rather than a formal idealized plan. The form of the 
dominant house type in the early houses is vernacular, detached 
row houses probably reminiscent of the city image that the 
founding residents maintained. 
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Martin W. Johnson House 
2409 Puget Street 
Block 7471 Lot 019 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore West Quad. 





B-3617 Johnson House 
General View 
Pern Eisner, photo 6/82 


